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SUBJ: EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN DUSTUP 

REP: (A) CAIRO 12231, (B) STATE 170358 

1. REF A REPORTS SADAT'S COMMENTS ON CURRENT EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN 
DUSTUP. WILL BE NOTED THAT AT END OF HIS PRESENTATION HE 
ASKED THAT WE "WATCH THE SOVIETS HE DID NOT SPELL OUT 
WHAT HE HAD IN MIND, BUT MY IMPRESSION WAS THE HE HOPES 

WE WILL, IF NECESSARY, TRY TO KEEP THE SOVIETS OUT OF DISPUTE. 

1 SAID THAT WE ALWAYS WATCH SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN, BUT ALSO RECALLED THAT I HAD EARLIER TOLD HIM 
PRESIDENT CARTER BELIEVES ANY INTERVENTION BY SIXTH PLEET IN 
SUCH SITUATION WOULD ONLY AROUSE CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC 
CONTROVERSY AND WOULD BE UNWISE (CAIRO 6389). WITHOUT GREAT 
ENTHUSIASM, SADAT SAID HE REMEMBERED OUR PERTINENT TALK. 

2. RE REF C, I ALSO TOOK OCCASION CONVEY TO HIM PREMIN 
BEGIN'S MESSAGE THAT WHATEVER DEPLOYMENTS GOE MAY HAVE 
TO MAKE ON WESTERN FRONT, IT WHOULD NOT WORRY ABOUT 
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ISRAEL'S TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION. SADAT WAS 
GRATIFIED. HE EXPLAINED TO VP MUBAREK, WHO HAD JUST 
COME IN, THAT HIS EARLIER REQUEST HAD BEEN MADE IN THE 
CONTEXT OF HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH APRICA RATHER THAN 
LIBYA, BUT VIEWED BEGIN'S ASSURANCES AS HELPFUL. 
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